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Kxuar foe p*. kanr.

(whig) at N. T., presented the memorial of
?The Chamber of Commerce, New York, praying for ia

- expedition for the relief of Dr. Kane and his part/ ia the
. Northern seas. Referred.

BILLS PABOCD.
ldr. Stuart, (dem.) of Mich., reported a bill increasing

the commission of Registers and ReceiTel . of Public
Lands under the Graduation act of last leNion. Passed.
Mr. Dodos, (den.) of Iowa, reported the House bill

allowing further time to those holding Virginia military
land* in Ohio to have the same surveyed and patented.
Passed.

KARROS HOSPITAL AT OALENA, ILL.
Mi. Eiukliki, (dem.) of 111., introduced a bill pro-

Tiding lor a marine hospital at Galena, 111.
TBI NXW 0KUAK8 CUSTOM HOCSI.

The Bouse joint resolution modifying the original
r plan of tte custom house at New Orleans, was agreed to.

A few unimportant bill* were passed.
ADJOURNMENT TILL MONDAY.

It was ordered that when the Senate adjourn it be
till Monday.

TIR HOSPITAL TAX 05 MX*CHANT SXAMSN.
Mr. Scmkkb, (free soil) of Mas*., offered a resolution

directing that inquiry be made as to the expediency of
abolishing the tax on merchant seamen, known as

" hospital money," and of allowing them the use of
hospitals free of all tax. Adopted.
Alter some unimportant business the Senate ad¬

journed.
House of Represent*! Ives.

Washington, Dee. 14, 1354.
RXPHDmoN is search or dr. kanr.

Mr. Wbexuix, (dem.) of N. Y., presented a memorial
from the New York Chamber of Commerce, asking Con¬
gress to send an expedition m search of Dr Cane to ths
Arctic regions. Read, and referred to the Committee on

Naval AU'airs.
LiOHTnOl SK AT CAPK RACK.

Mr. Cutohq, (dem.) of N. Y., introduced a joint reso¬

lution, authorizing the President to adopt measures to
procure the erection of a first class lighthouse at Cape
Sacs.
The House then went into Committee of the Whole on

the State of the Union, and toek up
XHX IXDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL.SPIRITKD PKBATB ON THX

KANSAS NKBRABKA QUHmON.
Mr. Srphexs, (whig) of Oa., said it was not his pur-

.. pose to re open discussion on the merits of the Nebras-
¦Jta-Ksnsas bill, but as the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
Mace,) yesterday came forward and formally denounced
what he supposed to be the objects of those who sup-

i jmrted that measure, he deemed it his duty to tsflr to
hiss. Be considered the qoenttoo settled thm and now

fitnlstittlsts never move backwards. The passage o
: that bill was a grand step in progress. He did not agre t

with Mr, Mate that the result of the late election* in
the North demand repeal True, those results astonish-
«d hlu, and were surprising to men both in and out of
power; but Ite asked the geutUman from Indiana how he
sad drawn his Inlerence tliat tuey had set the seal of
condemnation on the friends of the gre»t popular move-

¦ meat of la-t session. Those election* had nothing to do
with tike Nebraska bill. In proof of this he referrel
to the Isct that from Pennsylvania men wh>
voteo lor aad against it, were returned to ths
next Congress, aad others of the latter class, includin;

Mr. Chandler, were defeated. The anti-Nobraska candi¬
date tor Governor of Pennrylvania was elected by 37,-
000 majority, while the camii'iaie for Caual Commission¬
er, entertomitig a contrary view, received a majority of
100,000. look, too, at Massachusetts, where gentlemen
who veted against the bill were left at home, falling by
the Destroying Angel, who was not seen in the night. He
took UlinoiH as the test where the issue was distinctly
mads. There were but three members of Congress who
voted for the bill, but the people have returned four.
This shows that the measure is popular there.

Mr. Waihsurkx, (whig,) of IU., inquired what was the
popular vote for Congressmen t

Mr. Bruwxm said the Nebraska candidate for Stats
Treasurer was elected by a majority of 3,000.
Mr. Wamuurxr corrected his friend, saying that Mr.

Moore's majority was l,h00, and that Mr. Miller, who
Tun against him, was not known as a candidate in the
southern part of tbe State, and was not voted for there.
(Laughter.) If Mr. Miller had received his party vote
in that section he would have been elected by five or six
thousand majority.

Mr. Sraniwrs.Am 1 to understand that the anti-
Nebraska candidate would hare received that majority
if hs had only been known? (Laughter.)

Mr. Wasubi-rnk.A candidate was regularly nominated,
¦ but declined, and another wax brought out just before

the election.
Mr. Hrtnom.It shows he ran before the popular

demonstration got hokl of him. He must hare »een
the " handwriting on the wall." (Laughter.)

Mr. Rjctukdhox, (dem.) of 111..My colleague speaks
of his candidate being defeated because he was not
fcnown. The facts are against my colleague. True, ho
ifot bat a few votes, but «as voted for in all the coua-
ties; anu this shows it was ksows he was a candidate.
The first candidate, who declined, was nominated as a
republican and fusion candidate; and I hesitate not to

' declare li he had remained such he would bare been
defeated by tan thousand votes. The last candidate
was a Bound radical whig, voted for by his own party,
and sought to be rua by me funionists.
Mr. Stkmuum resumed The popular vote in Illinois

was for sustaining the bill, and that was his point.
Take New York.and if any State was particularly
unsound it was this.and after all the meetings at the
Tabernacle and Syracuse, and efforts of the emigration
societies organised to rule the treemen of Kansas, Clark
did not receive more Uan oue-tiurd of the popular vote.
Take New Jersey, Indiana and other States, and, either
separately or together, the election went for nothing, so
.far aa this Nebraska question is concerned. Some said
the Know Nothings had eifected the wonder! ul results
¦others the aati-Nebraskaites. He was inclined to think
with the North Carolina men, who gave tne best explana¬
tion. He said those malcontents who had been disap¬
pointed fat obtaining olBc-. and others who thought it
was improper to send fcoule and Belmont abroad, had
made the flections go a» tliey did; and, further, if auy
party %a> . utitled to the credit, it was the .' ram¬

shackle*," who seem to be carrying the country. (Kx-
cestdve laughter.) He coutinued, further replying to Mr.
Mace, by saying that tne tirst questiou which ad¬
dressed r-setf to his mind was, Was it right r No
"Southern nic«sure has ever been vetoed, for the reason
that the Howth has never asked for anything culling for
* vets*. They aeh for nothing but what is right, ami
they aubmittot to nothing that was wrong. They hat
.ever asked that slavery should be extended, but theyinsist that the people la every community and Territory,when they form their own lastltutioa*, shall do as theypieaac. i his is republican, national, and American doc-
trine. He defended £iinth«ra institutions, showing tne
prospiritj. especially, of Georgia.

Mr. Us*mux, (free soli) of Ohio, noticed the remark
of Mr. Stephen* that the South never asked anything in
the way of appropriations from government. He would
rtaeied lb* gentleman that in 1M3 we gave tweaty mil¬
lions of dollars for Lo iislaaa, hi lfclt Aft. en millions for
Hwlis, and it wa not merely money given from the
esnasn treasury for the purchase of the territory, but
tuMtnd the area of slavery. After ths annexation of
Tliu aav broke out, and the North poured forth on
tlm battle fields of Mexico her purest and best blood.
Had the gentleman forgotten so soon that, but a few
months sgo.a biirwas hurried through the House, in the
<>ark, as it were, appropriating ten millions for tne pur-
c'laseof the Mesiila Valley? Nothing obtained for the
hoath, fnnnnthl *as it not known that the South fa
fetiil grasping after ten millions more, with the view of

¦ Acquiring Cube? Hie gentleman of Georgia did not see
in the rooent elections auy demonstrations against the
principles of the Nebraska hill. But waa not an oppo¬
nent of that, measure elected in the place of Mr Chandler
-and the gentleman representing tne l*aoaater district
of Ptwasy I vanie 1 Be might, allude to all the States
whsre .lections have been held. As to New York,
thirty-two of the thirty-three members elected are
oppreerf to the repent of the Missouri compro¬
mise.the views of the other are not yet known.
He could speak *1° Michigan from personal knowledge.

I < opie there rose In their majesty and elected a Govern¬
or npprmed to the tepnl of the Missouri compromise. He
inqair'd of Mr. Stephens if be believed there was a oou-

- titotioi.sl power to exclude slavery from the Territories;
-In othsi words, bad Congress the power to pasa the eighth
section of the Missouri compromise?
Mr. Wrxrnnra replied.The gentleman must know this

waa a question hs had n-v»r argued here or before his
-ronstltwenfs. In his '-.pinion the government of the Ter-
tUt-ry wss not derived from the Mnetltutlou, hut it de-
selves on the general governmesft aa a sect or revolving
power. But while the government of a Territory do
waives on f>mgre«s. any sneh exercise of power as that

I* wbicb tli» gentieir.aii alludedm »i ibuM of power
tanUtuount to usurpation
Mr CaMPBILL w.dud the gentleman to ta.nrnr " yes"

or ''Bo " Um I"oiijrpM the pu»rr to exc.ude ilirrr/tTirywklt*!
Mr Wuwm.If Cun^rf* pam such t hUl It vaall

be usurpation, Just a- aurha wasthatakag of these
(¦.'I' n.ot, and an Jor.l CbaiUum said, he ''wo-il I resist
it."
Mr. Cmrani..Tliat Ik not an antwer to ray qu*stloa.Mr ^TKPUifNS.It is my answer to toe g -uiiemiti.Mr Casiwili. eaid tnat bv should assume .or the gen¬tleman thi.t Conjri hi ban tbe power, an 1 that it r«t-

koIvi s, in the g>>ntlemau'» j udgrass t, into inem matter
of expediency. Ho proceeded to rrv.ew Mr. .iiepUnas'
course on the bill lor the admission oi California, and
other matter*, aud asked several question of th- p.»o
tleman.

Mr. mkthc\s.I will replv, a* I understand the gentle¬
man is a candidate for the Presidency.

Mr. CasiriietL.The gentleman im-iases, 1 am a candi¬
date (or no office, And I was sent bere against my per¬
sonal desires for the purpose of exposing tbe inconsis¬
tencies of that gcml-uiau and other*.

Mr. Hththknh. i lie gentleman will Bud the labor w'Jl
not par, if he undertakes to expose inconsistencies.

Mr. Caxtbui. referred to Mr. ftepheu >' vuvo in IS IS
on tbe Texas annexation resolution-., whica oxcloAM
slav* ry from some portion of tbe Territory hereafter to
''.worn to support me '.(institution of tbe country."
be formed into states Why uid ho rote to take a *ay
from tbe people n that Territory toe rtuht to ejtajlisn
their own institution* ia tbeir own nyr Ho deoUrel
tlie people of a sovereign State *bal !¦ ot d'< it.

Mr. Stkphiws.DM i ever say it w>- m notation of th#
constitution to give such u rotef
Mr. CAimnaJ, Till Keutlcman does not <a« anything

on that point. 1 tried to get hi in to put kliuwlt ou th i

record. I auk him whether Congress Ua* pusrsr t > ex¬
clude slavery from tbe Territories?
Mr SSTEPHK.V.H (in h ieigned voice, cout-mpt i.>n«ly .

If the gent . man has not got ate to (ay »o, wb-rs u.u
my inconsistencies? f Lang liter )
Mr. Cawpbkij. ( u like manner).HI* incimd tenci ..<

are marked hy hi* declaration lier» to- lay. H-) i. tor

letting the | eo| le regulate their own a!fa>rs for thxin-
selves, but in 184r» lie rote<l against it in thv Texan au
r-exatica resolutions
Mr StipiikSk ihe gentleman said that in 1X15 1 was

a^.i'nst permittine tlx' p-ople to net for th-raselres
everywhere I could not then get t lie North to agree to
the line of 36 3d I voted for the m-a-ure, not (^..nmo

I thought it right, but for the hake of union an I har¬
mony. I con-ente l to it as a compromise, hut 1 thought
the line ought to have 'teen extended North as wallas
South.

Mr. Campbell.I regret the gentlemtn has not giren
a tetter explanation If I b*I eve tliat unlertbe con¬

stitution the people hare this right, and that no Con¬
gress should take it from th-ra, no compromise, to save
ten thousand Unions, should induce me to violate my
oath.
Mr Stkphkns.Doe* the gentleman m»an to say, or in¬

timate, that I hold Congress has tbe power to deprive
the people ol that right?
Mr CAUPBK1.L.No. But I hare sought for two or

three years to get tbe opinion of the gentleman <m this
constitutional point put upon record. He continual his
remarks upon the suoject ot the repeal n the Nebraska
bill of the Missouri compromise, regarding it as a great
wrong and to be re»iste<l to the bitter cu-l
Mr Washburn, (whig) ot HI nois, wished to disabuse

the gentleman from i>i-orgia, who asserted there had
been a Nebraska triumph in Illinois. He
was right in stating that the issue was fairly male
in that Hate ou the Nebraska Kansas b 11, and that Mr
Douglas had sjioken on the merits of tbe b 11 over the
wbole State with a xeal worthy of n betier cause; but,
instead of the bill being endorsed by tho people of the
State, it was, in fact, repudiated by a p ipu'ar majority
of from 14,000 to 16, Ot 0 votes.taking the votes on mem-
berr of Congress.and by a large nnti-Nebraika majority
in the l.egl-lature Ihe anti-Nebraska majority in his
own dibtr ct was seven thousand
The < ebate here closed by Imitation. The Committee

rote, and the House adjourned.
Our Washington Correspondence.

Washivuto.v, Dec. 14, 1854.
Scene in Congress.Increasing the Pay qf Members.Xew

Minuter to Bogota.The Wheeling Bridge Cute.
The dnll monotony of tb« House proceeding* yesterday

was broken by a spicy little flare up between Messrs.
Hunt, of La., and Joues, of Tenn.
There was sot exactly a call for "coffee and pistols

for two," but Mr. Jones declare 1 tliat Us was no bally,
Bar mmi tea aovtSst, and therefore he should notice no

one that was. This brought Mr. Hunt to his feet, very
much excited; but after an effort he controlled his feel¬
ings, and rejoined that be could not believe Mr. J. so

false to truth and honor as to apply to hiui the term
"bully" in its common acceptation. But if by bully the
gentleman meant the courage to repel an insult, tben he
properly appreciated his character as a gentleman. He
wished not to test the courage of the gentleman from
Tennessee, nor would he trample upon him if a coward.
This kind consideration on the part af Mr. Hunt seemed
to satisfy Mr. J., who rentured no reply.
Mr. Badger's effort in tbe Seoate yeiterday, on his

proposition to increase the pay of the Supreme
Judges and members of Congress, was one worthy his
high character as a statesman. But little doubt
exists as to the success of his bill, particularly as we

bare a Congress pre-disposcd to he liberal i.i everything
relating to the appropriation of money. A lar*e sur¬

plus is on hand, and it Is to be disposed of before the
4th of March next. The next Congress will be opposed
to tbe administration, and opposed to the present ma¬

jority, and it would never do to bequeaah them a full
treasury, upon wnich to fatten. 1 tU?o say, that the
present session of Congress will b . most liberal in appro¬
priations, aud with the tremendous ou7.«ide pressure
wtitci will be brought to bear ''after the holidays," Un¬
cle Sam will be made to bleed at every pore. Partie*
failing to get bills passed during the present session of
Congress, bad better surren ler all loea of Congressional
relief, for tbeir cases must be truly deplorable.
An interesting debate is now progressing before the

United States Supreme Court, relative to tne Wheeling
bridge. It will be remembered that, in 1862, the court
decided that tbe State of Virginia could not lawfully
erect, or cause to be erected, such abridge over the
Ohio river. An act ot Congress was immediately pro¬
cured making the Wheeling bridge a poit route, and
this, it was supposed, would settle tlie question of le¬
gality. Not so. however; for the m'-tion now tiefore the
court pats in issue tbe constitutionality of the act of
Cougrees itself, and we bare now, for the first time in
the history of our government, that clause of the
constitution granting to Congre-s the power to establish
post offices and poet roads, before the Court for judi¬
cial consideration. Mr Stanton, of Pittsburg, appeared
for tbe ftute of Pennsrlvan a. and Messrs Rererdy John¬
ston, of Maryland, and Kussel, of Wheeling, for the city
of Wheeling, Tbe arguments in tbe case have been
marked by great power and eloquence.
Judge Uowlln, of Missouri, has been nominated and

confirmed as Charge to Bogota, vice Hon. Jas 8. (Ireen,
resigned. Few men could be selected better suited to
'his ofhee than Judge B., although no man has been
more rllifled at home and abroad.
There is a screw loose somewhere in the mail arrange¬

ments between th s city and New York. My letters,
thouvh regularly mailed, frequently fail to retch you in
proper time. Ttie office here disda ins being at fault,
and say ^be whole mall is regularly forwarded. Can it
m t be ascertained whose fault It is!' Others are com¬
plaining of the same tbing. E.

WAsniN-(JT!»f, Dec. 13, 1851.
Symptrrm* qf a Fight, in Ctmgrets.An Interetting Talk
Upon Ihe Floor , ieiwetn linnt, of Louisiana, ami Janet,
of Tennrttet.The Learned Prttfettinnt.Effort to In-
create Ihe Salary of Congressmen.The liuttian Minis¬
ter upon the European War.
Another day of this session of Congress has been

wasted sway in Buncombe »mall talk and log rolling.
Important matters are before Congress for their conside¬
ration and decision: bat it seems to be a fashion among
thepe "legislators to do nothing till after New Year's. Tbe
House of Representatives to-day went into Committee
of the Whole on the State of the Union, to give a little
liirtlier reflection to tbe ProsidW '. mo-sage. The mem-

tiers love prodigiously to be in Committee of the
Whole, for tben, be'ng relieved from the ros.taiat of the
rules of the Hons*, they hare a wide field for tbe dis¬
play of their variou < talents, aud hare the opportunity
of delirering all sorts of spsecbes, npon all sort* of sub¬
jects. A fire-eater branches off on State rights and
Southern sentiments, and the abolitionists on free ne-

f?roe* and Northern power*, with a loosen*** that 1« a
reliah to tho*e who yo farthest for the liberty *f e?e*ch.
A* exhibition of thia liberty wh hail to-day in
til* Bona*. Almost everything waa discussed.all
acuta of doctrine* were advanced.negroe* w»re
handled with and without glove*. bat nothing
of any importance to tit* country re -ulUwl from the *e«-
aion of th* entire day. It ia very .trance that this oua-
torn should exist of fooling and trifling *W*y onr-thlrd
of a ae**ion of Contra**. Why cannot repreaentiitiveawork ar well now a* aftar the holiday a ? They ar» now
paid aa well a« then, and the weather ia aa propitiya* uit will probably be after the beginning of the year 1SSVFor a while in th* Hnnae there wa* a little e*cltem-nt,growingont of a aet-to, in word* only, between Hon.George W.Jonea, of Tenn»n*e*, ant Hoa.Theodore 0 Hunt,of I*>ui*ian*. For a few Movent* there were eymptom < of

a fight,which would hav* hwn rather pleading than other-wl*e toronae of tbea*embera,leftamnch aethi* wonld hat*varied the monotony of the -e*-tun Itaeem* a resolution
waa offered recommending a publication o th* statistic*

of mortality, colleetec In taking th* eenena of the United
State* In 1860. Upon thi* resolution Mr. Joae* «.,* *
f*w remaraa, laying "he tbonght,th" uubllca'ion of th**e
*iatl*tica would b* a u»ele*» expenditure of m-tney, th*

Sobile not earing how nianv bad died daring a eerUin
.rm of year*, or whet. »r they had die! aeienti-

fleally nnder th* handa of a phiaiclaa or from in¬
cur*Me diae*.¦" Mr. Hant immediately arr><«, . 1 to re¬
fute," aa ha anid, "the** atanderoea remarka apon an
honorable profaaaton Ik onr country The insinuation1 hat th* phyaiciaaa of thU Union war* a elaaa *f mar

rterers, iu false and unworthy of the floor of C©n<resi "

1I>«- manner ami oot the word* of Mr Hint, wiui ta re
rated to be a lighting man, again calleu Mr J >ue» to the
ilo«r. who said ' he int«ndd*d no innilt to tne gentle-
man from Louisiana, and was »arpri«<~t to iv-ar nitn
rpeakaslie did. He (Mr. Jonea) we* not a bill/, a

tigh'ioc man or a dm l'Ist. and repud a ted thein nil a*
not brinj registered upon hia catalogue of rirtMi."
Mr Hunt again aro»e, apparently with .. hid «»al 10

aim- au.l eager tor a ir»y. " After looking Hr<t thu ~vay
sou thi n that, with detinue* In hia ey«-s, in.i-h like Forrest
»hm hf strikes terror iuto the iupni anuu I b m, by the
roll ol hi* eye« ami his I'rotliiug at the mouth just aa lie

U about to make Home howl." Mr Hunt, iu -lu'tsbiaoe,
. i oke." Thm houae knows I would not will n^lr insult
any man (Laying hi* hand pathetically upm his
heart ) What noes hf gentleman mean by saying h is
no bully or«duelii*tf (sen ato*. among the lu-m mm)
Loe* (ra» sway him, and tit he atriti l that I am a uellint
aii<i inteuu him any harmr If o, be can quint all his ap-
preh* nsinus uud 6is»ipate all bia nrn>rs (Kvt lent relief
ainug the men of peace ) 1 came her*, tint to imult
any member > or to take an in* ill. (Tho*« who approveI change their position in their seata.) Au honorable «a I
tnl ghtened profession wai slandered by the gentleman
front Tenne-see (All the doctor* pieseot bee »oe teeply
in-eie.ted ) 1 tare spoken my vputiea «f tUi rem trs«
an t repudiate the tniun jutum that I did an a« . billy, or

' wnh the <le«ire t«> browbeat any member of tnnboly."
Mr. Hunt here took hia *e*t.ub» -rver* breathed freely

; again, am* the dove catue back to It* eeat over the
c sm'ier.

lliia little "arrangement" wa« t. e talk for th* reitt o
tin -lay, and periods is only t'ie iutiative of unny utor

ot tli>- .-nine sort during the region. CnugriM. i< a great
piece mr men who act an if tnelr iiouor wh* pinned upon
»!.. ir eleeve, and every breath o f~nded It

At er th- a bo re alfalr of Joi)<-s au 1 Hunt, the Nibras
I k i. >11 cum* op nail Ita tnagii tilde, m a notice that a
rr i I. 1 ii would be Introduced prohibiting slavery north

0 'lel.ne of the Missouri cowprotni e Several Inn
*iij<!i ii spierhes were g-»t oil upon tin* taMmation. whie.i
nusi n.nl 'hi- remainder o' the ilay'e session lti< hart
.. i ll while to allude to any f them, as they all hav

U-en | ublished over and over a ain, under '.lie nara-i
< i Nlinoat all the r«- 1 renentutives in lougr w The »uiu

fiiftumcni* have iptin and agtun gou- the rouulso
the Hou»e and fallen from the lip* nf all who do any
thiug n the way ol' .-peasing

In the.' enate the moat important act wat the intro¬
duction of a resolution increasing the salary of memh.>rs
01 Com: res* Mr Badger ably Hpuke lor half an hour
upon hid resolution, winch wa* appropriately reierred
He aaid "hat clerka in the de jartinent* ami m.'«*engor«
ia the Ho u t>i- were better pai t tiia the repre-<*aiat> res
ol bt iteo and Cnngiensional con-tituenciei, who brought

! w>-i)iht and influence into the uation'* counciU.
The Kus»tan Miuiater hero ha* expressed an opinion

tha' unlet)* t-ebaNtopol wnila en by the Br«t of Decern-
ber, the armies of tn<- allied woul l b»» auniliilated. Ttie
telnlV rcemeut* of Prince Menach kotl constantly pouring

| oown fri-m the uorth would orerwh'-lm tne invadrr*. un-
: less by the first of winter fortified within Seba<t»pol.nslLb.

Wahhinoto-V, Dec. 13, 1851.
The Coal Duties.Speech nf Hiram IValbriHge.Doiixgt
in the Senate.Chance nf a Difficulty wi'.k Rauia.
Quttlion of our Obliyationi and Duties a* a Neutral.
Jhe Case Considered.
In the Houie to-day General Hiram Walbrldge intro¬

duced hi* resolution relieving imported coal from duties,
and sustained hia measure by an able speech. The
General was listened to with much attention, and evi¬
dently produced upon the member* who heard him a

good impression, which will be felt when the final vote
ia taken upon tbis subject The resolution is now in the
liaudsof the appropiiate committee. Amongst the bills
of some importance which passed the House to-day was

| one providing mean* for the butter preservation of Ufa
. from wrecks along the Jersey coast. Mr. Chandler, of

I Pennsylvania, addressed the House at some length upon
this measure. The great lois of life during the past

!year on the Jersey seaboard has naturally enough
I awakened in the public mind a desire that no paias or

expense should be spared on the part of our legislators
to prevent a recurrence of these sad disasters. It is
chiiring to humanity that Congre** has gone to work
upon this subject.
la the Senate, Senator Jones, of Tennessee, gave no-

I tie* that to-menow, or as soon thereafter as expedient,
he would introduce a bill granting railroad companies| three years for the payment ol duties on railr>iad Iron.
It is extremely doubtful whether tbis bill will pass the
House. Railroad companies, in our country, bave gen¬
erally become so odious to the community as moneyed
monopolies which have resorted to every mean* for their
own interest* and the accomplishment of their o#u
end*, even to the corruption of State Legislatures, that
there is but little disposition to grant them any favor,
fenatir heward presented a resolution, which was re¬
ferred to a committee, claimlug tbe right of condolence
fur American citizens abroad. Tins wa*. no doubt. d''n»
to ticklr the Know Nothing*, and will probably he re-
ciived, with th's new party, with some favor. When
tlite resolution comes up for discussion we may hare
upon it the Native American arguments which were ex¬
pected upon the naturalization bill of Senator Adams, ol

! Mississippi The abovx were about the only topics of In¬
terest or importance broached io Congress to day. Con¬
gressmen are taking matters eas ly just now, and pro¬bably will meve along at a very alow pace till after New
Years, when, it ia anticipated here, the excitement of
the *e**ion will commence.

It may be remembered that the Russian merchant
ship Sitaa, captured some time since by the French anil
Kngliah squadron at Petropauloski, Kamscbatxa, wa*
brought into the harbor of San Francisco to be condemn
ed. The question arise* a* to the right of the allies 1 1
make an asylum of a neutral port in our Territory for
the salety of their cap'.ure*. I learn th*t the Russian
miniater will probably make this a point before our gov¬
ernment and enter a protest, claiming that we have no
right to permit our port* to become tne aiylum for cap¬
tured property, and that under the strict laws of neu¬
trality that the captured have a right to demaud our
protection. A decision will consequently have to be
made on this question under the law ot nations arising
out oi tbe rigbta and duties of neutrals and their res¬
ponsibility to belligerent powers. If the recognizedprinciple of jafegnational law. so well established, rela-

| tive to the o(/t£>tion of neutrals, atferds protection to
the property (if a belligerent in a neutral port, does not
the act of tbe allies, in bringing a prize within the ju¬
risdiction of neutrality, release the prize from the cap-

i tors, and cannot tne captured under such circumstan¬
ces claim tbe protection of such neutral port?

It U true, by a treaty with France, made, 1 think, in
1706, we gave her the right to use our ports as an usy-
Him for lu r prize*. But that treaty has since bed>me
abrogated, and no power has the right to use our port*

' for that purpose without our consent first bad and
obtained. It is our policy to preserve a str ct ob¬
servance of the laws ot neutrality, and a bellig¬
erent. power has no right to force an asylum in
one of our ports without our consent. If sue does
so, she commits a quasi violation of the laws of neu¬
trality, which, if we permit, mast cause a rupture with
the one or force us to become the ally of the other.
Thus, If we permit the allies to make our ports an asy¬lum for csptured property, we must either extend the
same privilege to Huesla, or else break our neutrality by
siding with oue or the other of the belligerents. No

I such privilege bas been extended to either party, how
ever, and therefore a prise cannot b* con temned or
prisoners held in a neutral port, without a violation of
these laws. Tbe moment thtit captured property is
brought within the jurisdiction ol neutrality, without
the consent of the neutral, It becomes released, and no
right or control over It can be exercised oy th* captorswithout a viola'ion or the laws of neutiality.
Hie case is pituir-ely the same a* that of a foreign

power arresting a fugitive or prisoner within It i own
jurisdiction. Po long as tbe pr'soner is kept within the
limits of that jurisdiction, the right to hold attache*;
but the moment the prisoner is currhd or escapes be¬
yond it to th» territory of another power with whom
there exists no treaty of extradition, that prisoner is
free, and liaa a right to demaud tne protection of the
neutral f o*»r,
The allies certainly committal! a violation of our terri¬

tory in bringing a priso into on* of our port*, where
they coil Id exercise no control, and where they lout al
right to adjudicate without a breach of our neutralityA lit r let observance of the lawn of neutrality on our part.w«all, cin^-eqneutly compel us to aflord protection to
the Ku- Fian *hip and crew, under the circomstances, or
at li B-t not permit the vessel to be condemne.1, or the
crew held as prisoners. without our liability to Raasia.

It is ^ ell that our government ahould at once define
its position in thi« regard, for we ourselves have been
great rtitUni on this very point of neutrality. The
policy of Lngland hat always been never to respect the
rights of neutral* only where site thought It her tntereet.
An instance of the gros*eat violation of neutrality on

' the part of Kngland which is suggested by tbls case, ia
; that of attaining the private armed brig General Arm¬

strong in the neutral port of Faynl, belonging to Portu-
gal. In that care it <s trne that the British fleet attack¬
ed the brig while lying in the neutral port. For thla
outrage Kngland waa never made to at<mc, except by an
apology to the Portuguese authorit es. Portugal was
called on to indemnify for having permltt-d the viola-
tion, and although she waa held responsible for years,
yi 1 1o our disgrace she waa let off, by a treaty permit¬
ting Louis Mnpoleon to perjure himself by deciding in

i favor of Portugal. that the Americana Brat violated the
! neutrality of her |;ort I

THIs qi.es ion o» neutrality, such aa ia now presented
to our government is one of great importance, and we
cannot ob»erve with too much jealousy a strict adher-

1 nice of our neutral */ brail foreign b"f!i|«T*nU Rus-
fie hds always been our Men*' and ally, an 1 if there are

I nny favors to be shown H/ this government tboy should
i 1* extended to h*r, and n t to faithless England or the

l>erjureo government oi 1 ranee. There Is no uae in con
cealing the fact that all tne sympathies of tho American

! people are with Russia. NKLLA

other Ninr«PAPM oojunaroKMBKm.
1 [Correspondence of 'he Courier and Enquirtr.l

Wa.shihotow, Dm. 11, ISM.
Ovr Relatiom vriik BmgUmd.

Tho despatches received this muraiag hy tho Union
i sre repreeented to be of little eoMoqiMMS NM SoUci-

tnde prevails to l.car of tba isospt*. gives to Mr Stall
at Madrid. I*? patches from him are sifsitot by tho

' Pseifle, due to moranr.
Private advices from London state that Lord Clareod >n

I had made very singular aad lassasislsst laterssal a«d

unofficial explanations respecting British naval move-
menta iu the We t Indies. L>n on« occasion. the
Korvlgn Secretary said they had no harbor room for the
chip" which it was necessary to r»call from the Baltic,
au<i that .. me ut them were mt to the Went Indies a»
the most convenient winter quarter* available for th-tn.
But !>. aficmnli intimated that the increased fore*
waa required, both aa a tt-*et of observation and action,for that 'be American* bed become such i harumacarutn
and extraordinary people that it waa neceesary to take
unuanal p-ecautn.ns against them " Why," hia lord¬
ship ia repone<! to have aal't." why, aftor the escapaftaof Urevtown. an-l tne petticoat mtaalon to Dominica,wl-o ca«i tell b«it they will neat undertake to bombard
London, rack Liverpool, and annex Jamaica V"

[Correspondence of the North American. 1
Wasbinotox, Dec. 11,The Tai itJ Question.Car et be/ore the 8 iprtme Court.

The Florida and Georgia Boundary Line.
There are indications tha' tie party screws are tobe ap¬plied in the Houae and Senate in behalf of the Executive

plan for the leductiou ol tl.e tariff The chief reaaon of
the solicitude of the a IminlairaUon in the case ii the
well founded apprehension that it will have no power to
onfqroe ita recommendationa over the next House of
Rent*Mutative* »n tlua cr any other subject. The Pre¬
sent and his Cabinet. and their cooperative democratic
leaders in both Houaea, are ambitious of the honor of
settling the tariff question vii entirely new and originalprinciples, ju»t aa they settled the ilavery question
uy the mlaiuous repeal of the Missouri Compromise. I
cannot apeaa conli'Jently of the prospects ol this under-
la ing. but 1 1 an state, upon sufficient authority, that he

( '« mmit'er of Ways and Menus liave nut yet determined
to re|>nrt any bill on the subject. The matter will pro-

I baMy not be taken up in the committee until after the
I holidays. In the moan> me, the House will be diligent-I ly canvassed, to ascertain whether a majority can be

defended upon to carry through, under the whip and
pur ol the pivviuua que -lion, and in oimdlmce to partydrill, anything that maybe resolved upon in the purlieuaol the Treasury department and the council chamber at

the White Hou>e.
The bona llde free traders tn the Houae will opposewith all their po*er any settlement of thia vexod que*-tion of nnti. nal and party poicy upon tte bid* of

Guthrie's report. Thev have two r a^ow for their oppo-
a tlon. In t'i- first placn they auy. under the dltgulaeul a plan 'or reducing the tariff and d.miniihlng reve¬

nue, it rt-u II pandora to the prejudice* and fallacies of
tlie protectioui-ts, by reta'u m the high dutie* on those
articlea upon which the maw* of the duties are collected.
Furthermore, they arc not particularly anxious for any
reduction of the revenue at thia lime. Nearly all tne
genuine free traders are traditional democrat*. They
are, therefore, anxious to lecure Cuba by any and everyI meana at the disposal of the government. Tliey well
kn..w that th* objections to that acquisition would be
insurmountable and irremovable with a meag-rly sup¬plied treasury. If it can be ac orn plished at aU, they
»re sensible that it can only lie don* under the atimulua
of a financial plethora. Now thev perceive that there
has been a reduction of the surplus four millions from
the highest paint some months ago, and it requires no
extraordinary acuteness to discover that before the ter¬
mination ol the fiscal year the revenue will fall jonsid-
erably below the average current expenditure.
There is yet another reason with a powerful section or

the democratic party assumed to be favorable to free
trade in opposing the Secretary's vlttn riuf*r growingis a very important interest in Louisiana, Texas ana
Florida. '1 he duties on that article are more onerous
than anv others imposed by the tariff, and less delensl-
ble, because it is contended that n<> possible degree of
protection could raise the capacity 'if_ production to the
level of consumption within the Lni*t»<l States; so that

a protective duty on thia necessary of life must remain a
permanent tax on the people. "

Hut one thing is mauifest. The end of the free tradeI imposture has nearly come. AU parties are agreed that,
. except in the one point of revenue, the Walker ad valorem
I affair i* a nead failure. The country demands legisla-
i live protection to its industry against excessive competi-i tion from foreign Industry.. When and how thia ro-

| suit ia to be obtained, are merely questions of conveni¬
ence and arrangement. The probability a that the whole
subject will go over to the uext session, and that
the tariff of 1K4'.'.the old whig protective Urill.will be
substantially re-enacted
Mr. Dallas was in the Supreme Court to day, defending

a patent ease. Years ait lightly on tbe veteran apecula_tor in constitutional flgmenta, and the probability is that
he wll glide quietly into the dusty vale of death with a
shadow consciimsneaa that the *??afollow him, iu butt and heat defwwder. Personally. Mr.
D*Ms* is § wont nsttpcctahle gentleman; but no one can
resist the inclination to laught in reflecting upon the
constitutional idyosyncraaiea of the late Vice
The liusinesa of the Supreme Court atiracta less atten-

tion thia year than last. One of the moat important
cases to be acted upon at tins time is the Wneellug
Bridge suit. I am not aware of the precise condition of
tl.e action, but I believe that a motion ia to be made
tomorrow to enter the judgment and proceed totbe
execution of the decree. The Court is said to be unani¬
mously of opinion that the act of Congresa, paased with
tl.e object of arresting the decree, la void and unconstl-

UThe State of Florida and the United SUtea are parties
In a case of diaputed boundary which F orida has with
Georgia. Florida contends that the true line a*parat.ng
li. r on the north front Georgia, ia one ^tablished by
UritUh Commissioners in 1763, immediately after the
tieaty of peaoe. This line begins at the junction of the
Analachicola and Ogeechew rivers, aud extends to tlie
In »d of the St. Mary'a The point In dispute is, where!" tb. bead of the St. Mary's. Georgia claim, a line
tl irty mll-s south of 1 hat asaerte<l to have besn eaUb-
llslifd in 17P3. The district in diapute, hUWU. held by
the United States and Florida, contains *cre,*'part ol which has been sold, and part of which^l« now la
market, a» public Unds. If the cUlma of ,b»u
be sustained, the land unsold will be
Hnd the general government will be obliged to re.m rnrao7he p«cla«ra for that which it has heretofore disposed

WASDivfrro*, Dec. 12, 185-1.
The Jhmetl'Ad Bill.

..... ,The position of Hunter's bill for the diatributlon of
tl.e public lands ia not well uwieratood. It waa .abrl-
cate-i in the Senate as a means for evading direct action

on General Dawaon'a^ homestead bill. » »* » !»
contrived scheme for such a purpose, being made to pass
the .Senate, but not to become a law, like the raiors

» hich were a shave, though aot to be shaved with, an
were made to sell and not to be used. It was admitted
bv the moat warm supporters of Hunter s scheme that it
was a weak invention to kill the homestead and.juite'ndefensible aa an afflrmativeand indopendent measure.nuStli. homestead bill though it contain, no
hin/le leading provision of the till which it '
and might aa well be called the apeculatloin bl II «>r the
Speculator's biU, or Hunter'a propopala for the Preal-

scheme now lies on the table of the nouse, as the
Senate's substitute 'or the Homestead. The P®..
chiefly concerned in Western land speculation, before
Congress would probably agree to let It remain there,
and all Iriends of a real homestead

u for' 1throw additional clods upon its head, and buryJt for
ever from sight, than aid In reviving it, if they were notconfident of cruahlng all vitality out of the project a.
>oon aa taken from tne Speaker's table.

Mr. Dawson, therefore, will allow no opport.inlty to
call up the bill to pasa uuunproved, and will P««bably
.uoceed in getting It before the Houae on Tuesday he
ltttfi Inatant. He will propoae an amendment or subsU^-twte, embodying all the dlsU.igulshing futures ofthe
original bill rejected by the Senate, ^^. hlch excludes colored peraona froiu the beneflUof home
stead grants. The other amendment proposed by Mr.

I nwson Is important. He will move to affix the nomi¬
nal price of fourteen and a half cents per acre to th

^lanoa asaigned as a homestead. This will answer, a
^remove the serious constitutional objection

lute donations. I think that, with thw "MdifteatoM.
the liomatead bill will pass, and in this shape it will, of
course, compl"tely supplant aud supersede Hunter a

scheme, In which it was merged by the clever
who are respon ible for that curious, medley ?of craft,
ingenuity and deception. ..Hunter's Invention was for some time held up by tlie
Viiylnl a democracy as a sort of HorculescluO with
which to beat the brnir.a out of Know Nothlnglam, but

t has been found too llnht for the purposo. and has been I
¦Iropred. After having btru the gathering cry of the
anti-Wine faction for aooee nix month*, it wan not even
turned in the convantioo. Thi Know Nothings laughed
it i ho attempt to divert tbem from their purpose by ao

iu'lgn tlcaut a aide ia*ue.

[Correspondence of tbe Philadelphia Ledger.]
WAMlXtfftM, I>ec. 11, lhS4.

Morr in Behalf of th" Ikriff.
A v*ry earnert move i* ti"w making hv the Commiltae

>! Vin and Meant to remo l d the tvrilr of 184i>, and a
bill will be introduced for that purpose. It ii, however,

* dangerous experiment at tbi* period. The imrx Ha¬
sten* lor the HhcbI year eudin* Jane PO, 1MI, will not
he equal to those of 1PM, and the revenue from custom*
may fall «>IT fro® 40 to SO per cont, whilst theexpendl-
tuien.If addition* be made to our navy and army, and
tb» pay of cltcer* inrrea**d may reach seventy mil¬
lions of dollar*, which would learn a small surplus In
the Treasury. WliiU war is goinf on in Europe, while
we are contemplating tl e ar'i ulnitlon of distant islands.
while commcrrc and rat gatirm are on tlio point of un¬
dergoing aa entire revolution, it is, to ssy the leant, ex-

terdingty baxnrdous to make experiments on the reve¬
nue law*. It I* proposed to bring the tariff within the
revenue atandard. Very well; i^ire na another year,
inn the country will aee wlmt. t»>st standard 1*. It can¬
not be th« atandard of oirr fading the basis of rail¬
road bond* of all the p>"I« |iri.i- .'.?...I or commenced
within tbt laat aix or t».' y«»r«. ,'ne revenue atand¬
ard mu*t be the atandst-d **C H»»i hy trade baeed oa
the aetuat production ami enmities el the country.

WAsm\(iri»!», Dec. 13, 1S54.
Ko InCim y' rf a Working Antton, though the Commit-

tret are at Worl.1'auagf of th' Wie Jeney Bill in-
trodneed by Mr. Skelton Mr. Cfiirrttl-r'n Speech.
Anli- tariff fMtng in the Hmw.Mr ilnmf<nt'i Bill
and the .Secretary of the Tretunry't Bill a' Variance.
'I here are not many indicee yet of a workinj .i_-«<n>n.

Ibc committee* are undoubtedly at work, and t!.e ft m-
nnt'te of Way* and Mean* hns'aetnallY reported three
of the regular appropriation bill* ; still, thure 1* not aa
>ei any appreciable disposition In either house to go to
work on the anlniebed business of the laat see«ion. If
immberi will net leave off their feud* and lama, little
will be done beyond the passage of the regular appro¬
priation bills.
la the Henae to-day, the ao- tailed Jeney MO, Intro¬

duced by Mr. Skelton, to empower the Secretary of tfce
Treaaury to mdke additional prfrviaioas tor eavlog toe

1 vea of shipwrecked perton* on enr const, wna taken tip
and pneeed. after a moat eloquent and able appeal to
tbe House by Mr. Chandler, who on thla eeeaelon very
haf pily blended eat Ire nitn argument and per*naai«n.
Tbe bill paeaed by a very targe majority, in spite of

Uw constitutional objoetloni riiitd to it In . otriiia
qurttr.
Ihf members from I'esujIruU, and all other* op-

pored to apecial legislation, will have to keep wide
awake to prevent aouie map judgment of (he Houae in
regard to our revenue lawn The Committee of Vtjri
and Mean* ia opposed to tbia apecies of legislation, hat
theie ia tome danger of Mr. Houaton'a Mil being pretend
on the aotkideration of thiaHonae, and perhaps passed.
Mr. Houstoo'a bill differ* materially from the bill recorn-
mend-d by the Secretary of the Trjaeniy. It classifies
all dutiable article*.the liighert claaa paying twenty
per cent ad valnrem, and the loweat Are. That plan Upopular with Southern member*, but will meet with
aeriona opposition in the manufacturing States of the
Union 1 he movement, a* 1 have already observed, la
premature. We do not know what may be the actual
revenue from cuatoma, in a healthy condition of trade,
nor the minimum revenue that may result from a aud-
den contraction after an unlimited expansion. We re¬
quire at least another year's experience ta judge wfeat
may be a revenue duty, and what duty may aet in the
wsy of protection to th» home manufacturer. The pro¬
bability is that there will be an immense falling off in
tbe revenue from custom* during the present fiscal year,
and that the next e tima-e of revenue duties will have
very little in common with the one new taken as tbe
standard of legislation.
The correspondence on the subject of the arrest of the

French Consul, Mr. Dillon, at San Francisco, having
been called for in the Senate, tbe President will, uo
doubt, send it in. It will be highly creditable to this
country, and, at the nauie time, entirely rospoctful to
uur old and cherished ally, France. No disrespect was
intended.the questioa being merely whether the con-

si itution, which allows a compulsory process in crimiu il
imsici.tiona to compel testimony in favor of defendant,
o\eridta a treaty stipulation subsequently enter into,
ernot. Cov. Mercy has decided that It does; hence,
ti e Consular Convention between this country an.

1 ranee is, as lar as that is concerned, superseded by the
ci. i s' itution. I have already explained that po;nt in
ne ni my letters, before the meeting of Congress.
A mehiage has gone into the Senate to-day in regard

t. the claim of the executors of Priolean, amounting to
»e.lfO. whii-h wan passed at the last session. Voucher*
have since been found to show that the whole claim has

i lresdy been once paid by the United States. This ia
sni ther Instance showing the necessity of the o-tablish-
ment of a Board of Claims, that shall be at the same
time a court of record.

[Correspondence of the Baltimore Sun.l
Washington, Dec. 13, 1864,

Difficulties of Our Consul in Paraguay.Boils cf the
Ctmtular Office being Associated with Commerce or
Trade.
The difficulties into which Consul Hopkins to Paraguayha* been involved, seem ti have originated in the jealousy

i>1 the natives. Mr. Hopkins being at the head of a segar
manufactory in that country. Without entering on the
merits of the question, the occurrence is a new proof
of the evil consequences attending the participation of
r.ur consuls in industrial and commercial pursuits.These are always viewed with a jealous eye by the citi¬
zen* of other ountrics, who very generally, and perhapsjustly, believe that the consular title and position give
to the incumbent advantage* In trade of wbioh ordinarymerchants and traders are deprived.

It is natural enough, for instance, that foreign manu¬
facturers dislike exhibiting their invoices to a United
Stale* Consul, if they believe >or suspect him to be an
agent for the purchase or manufacture of the same
goods; and an exequator withdrawn under such cir¬
cumstances ia hardly a just cause of complaint.
The diplomatic and consular bill introduced by Mr.

Perkins very properly prohibits our consuls from enter¬
ing into commercial pursuits; while it remedies manydeficiencies in our consular system, which require the
pruning hand of legislation.

In France and Germany, and partly, also, in England,
consular appointments are looked upon as introduction*

to diplomatic offices promotion* ol that sort being quite
frequent. Baron Gerolt, the present Minister frem Prus¬
sia to the United State*, was 1'iussian Consul in Mexico
previous to his promotion to a Minister Plenipotentiary.Between having a reasonable knowledge of commercial
relations and carrying on commerce as an active mer¬
chant there Is a wide dilferenoe. Even the British East
India Company did not flourish till tho governors of
India were prohibited from taking a share In commercial
pursuits.

Important Bavnl Bill.
The following ia the document drawn up by Hon. Thot.

S. Bocock, of Virginia, and now in possession of the Com¬
mittee on Naval Affairs. It will be presented to the
House of Representatives in a day or two:.
An Act for Ike Encouragement of Enlistment, and for

the Veiier Got eminent ot Petty Officers and Persons of
Inftiiur Eatings in the Aatal Service.
Section 1. Be it enacted, that from and after the pas¬

sage of this act, it shall be tbe duty of every command¬
ing officer of any of the vesaela o( the navy on returning
from a crnlae, to forward immediately on his arrival tu
port to the secretary of the Navy a list of the names of
such of the crew who enlisted lor three years, aa in his
opinion, on being discharged, are entitled to an "honor¬
able discharge,'' at a testimonial of fidelity and obe
dience; and that he ahall grant tbe Mine to such, accord¬
ing to the form to be prescribed by the Socretary of the
N avy.

Sec. 2. Be It farther enacted, that if any seaman, or¬
dinary seaman, landsuiun or boy shall re enlist for three
yiara, within three months after hU discharge, he shall,
on presenting his honorable discharge, or in accounting
in u satisfactory manner for its loss, bo entitled to pay
during the *aid three months equal to that which lie
would have been entitled to if be bad been employoil in
actnal service.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty
of commanders of any vessel in the navy, In granting
tempoiary leave of absence and liberty on shore, to ax-
ercise carefully a discrimination in favor of the faithful
end obedient.

Sec. 4. Summary courts martial may be ordered upin
petty officers and person* of inferior ratings by the com¬
manders or any vessel in tbe navy to which auch per¬
sons belong, lor the trial of offences which he may deem
deserving ol greater punishment than the commander of
any vessel himself is by law authorized to inflict of hia
own authority, but not sufficient to require trial by
general court martial.

Sec. 6. Summary courts martial shall consist of three
officer* not below the rank of passed midshipman, and
of some competent person to act aa recorder. Bofore
proceeding to trial, tbe members shall take the follow¬
ing oath or affirmation, which the Recorder is hereby au¬
thorized to administer: "You, A B, do solemnly awear

[or affirm] that you will well and truly try, without
prejudice or part ality, the case now depending, accord¬
ing to the evidence which ahall be adduced, the laws for
the government of the navy, and your own conscience.
so help you tlod."

After which the Recorder of the Court shall take the
following oath or affirmation, which the Motor member
of the curt shall administer:."Von, A B, do solnmuly
swear, [or affirm,} that you will keep a true recorder the
evidence which may be given before this court, and of
the proceedings thereof, 10 help you God.''

Eec. 6. The commander of a ship shall have authority
to order any offlcsr under hi* command to act as the
recorder of "a Nummary court martial.

Sec. 7. All testimony given before such court shall
be given orally on oath or affirmation, which the senior
member of the court shall administer.
That summary courts msrtial may sentence petty of¬

ficers and persons of inferior ratings to the following
punishment, ?!*.:.

1. Discharge from the service with bed conduct dis¬
charge.

2. Solitary confinement in irons, single or double, on
bread and wat» r, or diminished rations, provided no such
confinement shall exceed thirty days.

3. Solitary confinement in irons, Mingle or double, not
exceeding thirty days.

4. Solitary confinement not ex seeding thirty days.
6. Confinement not exceeding two months.
A. Reduction to next inferior rating.

7. Ittprivation of liberty on short; on foreign station.
8. Extra police dtities, aud loss of pay not to exceed

three months, may be added to any of the above men-
timed punishments.
Sec. 8. No senteuco of a nummary court martia' tiall

be carried into effect without the approval of the officer
ordering the rourt; who shall have power to remit la
part or altogether, but not to commute any sncli sen¬

tence; and It shall be tbe duty of auy such command¬
ing officer to remit any part or* tlio whole of a.iy sen¬
tence by a summary court martial, the execution of

n hich would, in the opinion of the mirgnon or senior ve¬
rtical officer on board, given <n writing, produce xerious
injuries to the health ot the person sentenced, or, in case
lit shall refuse to do so, it snail ho his duty to submit
the care again to the sanv er to another s imniary court
martial, which shall kave power to rem.t the form T

pacishinrnt, and to assign some other in the place
thereof.
fee 9. The proceedings of sumntarv courts martial

shall be conducted with as much conciseness and preci¬
sion as may he consistent with the ends of justice, and
under snch forms and rules as may be prescribed by
tlie Secretary of the Navy with the approval of tlie i're-
sidjntolthe Cnltici States: and all suflh proceedings
shall be transmitted in the usual mode U> the Navy lie-
psitnient.

Kec. 10. Any punishment authorized by this act to be
inflicted by a summary court martial may llkew.se be
iufllctsd by any general court martial.

The Ifew IVatiirslUaUon Bill In Congress.
The following is the bill introduced into the United

States Senate by Mr. Adams, of Mississippi, in refereooe
to the naturalisation laws:.
Be It enacted, &c., That from and after the pas \*ga of

this act no alien shall be sJmitted to bee imo a citizen of
the Inited fctatss unless he shall, at the time of his ap¬
plication to be admitted, declare and prore to tbe satis-
'action of the court having jurisdiction of the caee, that
lie has rehiJed In the United Mates tw» nty-one years at
least: provided that any alien wbo may be' a resident of
tbe United States at the date of th!» act shall be entitled
to all th* third condition <p< dried lu the first section of

j the act approved April 24, lMIt, of which this net la
atneadatory.

8ec. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much of the
third condition specified In the first section of tbe set
approved April 24, IfflB. entitled "An act to establish a
uniform rule of naturalisation and to repeal the acts
heretofore passed on that subject," as confl ate with
the first section of this act be and the same is hereby re¬
pealed.

Legal latelllpsim.Pi rttrsi Cwnrr or ms Uwrreo 5tat», n*c. 12 .James
R'lfbe*. F^., «f TTiseooein. was admitted as ao attor¬
ney and i onnselh'r of this Court Moe. 11. 12 and 13.

. Jew'|li IMIla, patehloe, to4 Manuel Uaula, assignee,

Kntiffi in error, «t. Jum Taggert. Ribert Itateliffe,
d Jobneon aad John 0 H«*m Tta- *r*u«»rnt of

I these casee iu concluded by Mr. Dalla> for the pinn
tiff* in error. Adjourned.
Dm. IS..Hal* Kingilrjud T. 8. Van Ho ranberth

are., of Albany, New York, .were admitted attorneye
counaellors of tbU Court. Noe. 3 and 7. The State

of Pennsylvania, complainant, rs. the Wheeling and
Belmont Bridge Company. The argument of the eeveral
motion* la than oaeee for a writ of aequeitration against
the corporation, for an attachment again*! its officers,
for a writ of aaeutaao* to exact the docme of .hi* Court,
and for a taxation of costs, waa commence! by Mr Bd-
wia M: Stanton la support thereof, and continued by
Me**r*. Rusaell and Reverdy Johnson in opposition
thereto. Adjourned.
Com. Xoehtea and the ITwaw InthlaM.

Pimooa, Das. 6. IBM.
Aus McLun BoBamrr, Esq., Wilmington, Dal j.
Diuk hi*.I have reoelved your letter of November S3,

and 1 thank you for the ssntlmeats of friendly ooa*asse>
dation which it expresses.
Though witUraeh from pabUo life, nerscthel.s I.

not Insensible to emotion* of gratification whan I And
my principle* er try paat conduct the subject of just
and generoue appreciation. Yet it i* with unfeigned re¬
luctance that 1 comply with the duty of aasweriag year
letter, le»t it ebould be construed into a dealre oa aypart to re-appear on the political arena I have no mtb
desire. The turbulence of political atrife haa ao charaa
for me; my taste*, inclination* and happineea lead aM
t» prefer the tranquillity of private life.
But a* I approved of the principle* of the Amerioaa

party when in fta infancy, I am unwilling that It should
be believed now, wbea it exiata In the vigor of maahood,
that I have become derelict to those principle*, or that I
can refuse on any proper occasion to avow myself ta
be an American democrat, or shrink from the fraternal
rerogn tion of th»*e who t apouae my nriaetoles, na
matter under what de*ignation they may Lava formerly
acted. No air the history of our country, mace 1 flrat
approved your principle*, haa only strengthened aad
confirmed the opinion* which I entertained at the period
to which you refer.
To your first interrogatory, therefore, I answer and

say I am in ravor of confining all executive aad ad*
ministrative functions of office to American born.

Id relation to your second interrogatory, I answer that
I am in favor of "an extension of the period of roatdsoaa

previous to naturalisation, to at lea*t twenty-one yeara,
or a total repeal of the naturalisation laws, as in the
wisdom of the people may seem fit."
Demagogue* should no langer bo permitted to manu¬

facture hordes of treahly imported alien* into voters
to nullify the voice of Americana in ths ballot box. Tfcs
corrupt rivalsbip of parties for the purchase of foreigaborn voter* mut-t cease. It never will ceaee, however,until the swarms of emigrant* who monthly land on our
*hore* shall cca*e to be offered in the political markst
to the highest bidder.

In avowing the principle tliat "Americans aloas should
rule America," I do not understand you to approve ths
disfranchisement of the foreign born who already pas¬
ses* the right of voting. The larger proportion of oar
adopted fellow-citizena, at least the most intelligent
among them, I believe are perfectly satiafied that the
time ba* arrived when our naturalisation law* should be
altered or repealed. That portion of them which does
not constitute tbe ataple of political traffic, fully appro-
elate the dignity and high prerogativa of sovereigntywhich they erjoy aa American eitiiens. True to tho
country of their adoption, they aro unwilling to jeopardit* institution* to benefit future emigrants, even froa
the land of their own nativity.
To your third interrogatory I answer: Being a Chris¬

tian people, it seems to me that to preserve our posterityin the faith of their fathers, we can do no leas than to
secure to our children alway* perfect freedom of acooss
to the Holy Scriptures, without " note or comment."
While lrankly ex pressing"thin opinion, 1 must say,also, that 1 agree with you, that any connection between

lectariauem and politics, or between church and State,whether Protestant or rapist, would be dangerous ta
liberty, and boMiile to the spirit and genius of the Amo-
rlcan constitution.
You allude to my presentation of petitions, (whilst la

the Senate of tbe United States), in favor of tho exclu¬
sion of foreign pauper i an. convicts. On that subject I
will only say, that had I deemed the period propitious,
such waa my sense of tha dangers and erila of the im¬
portation of that class of foreigners, I sbruld have
felt it my duty t» propose a capitation import tax uponsuch emigrants, which would have effectually excluded
them from our ports. That such a measure of precau¬
tion has not more earnestly been urged upon Congressby the municipal authorltiea of our great cities, waioh
are the chief sufferer* from the influx of foreiga paupersand felons, show* to what extent subservience t> tha
foreign element ha* influenced the action of those on-
trusted with the public safety. Faithfully your oft
serv't and friend, R. F. STOCKTON.

The Ocean Bank Knabesxlenaent Case.
EXAMINATION BRFORK JUDOS IRIS.

The preliminary examination In the case of William
B. McOuckin, late teller of the Ocean Bank, who
la at present in custody on a charge of embezzling
the funds of that institution to the amount of between
.50,000 and *80,000, was commenced yesterday after¬
noon before Judge Beebe, Mr. Whiting acting as oounssl
for the bank, and Messrs. John R. aad James T. Brady
for the accused. The following 1* the result of the brief
examination held yesterday:.
David R. Martin, of 193 Fourth street, was examined

by Mr. Whiting, and testified a* follows.Q. Are iron
the President of tho Ocean Bank of the city ofNew York?
A. Yea, sir.

Q. How long have yon been President of that bank?
A. Four years, within a very few days.Q. Was Win. B. McOuckin at any time employed la
tbat bank? and if *o, in what capacity? A. He waa far
the last thrte or four years; be has been the payiagteller.

Q. In that capacity what fund* belonging to ths hank
came into hi* posset sion? A All tbe circulating notes,all the coin and tho daily exchange*.

Q. Did all that wa* generally termed caah Items of the
bank come into his poaseaaion? A. Yea, air.

Q. Did he of his owe accord, at any time, and tf ao,when, leave his situation as sucli teller? A On tbe
evening of the 14th of October, 1864, he left of his own
aocord.

Q. When did you next km him4 A. On the evening ofthe lTth of October lest.
Q. Run to Mate fa narrative order what occurredafter McGuckin left the bank on the ermine of the 14th,up to the time you saw him.
A. When I left him on Saturday evening about len

o'clock, at the bank, I aaked him If he bad been instruct¬
ed to put up $26,000 of our circulation, by the caahier,to send to Albany foi redemption ; hi* reply wis, that ha
had, and that he was to meet tlie cashier on Mondaymorning at 8 o'clock, to give him the bill*. Knowingthat fact mykslf I went to the bank at half-peat 8 on
Monday morning, snd wai'ed till about ten, or Ova
minutes past, when Mr. Freeman Loomis came Into tha
director*' mom, and said he had some very painful MWI
U> communicate I asked him what it waa, bis reply was,(holding out the keys of Mr. Mcfiuc'sin's trunk In which
lie kept his money items,) that Mr. McGucUn could noft
come to the bsnk, as his cash waa hhnrt 975.000 or $80, .

000; I asked Mr. 1-oomis how he knew this; his reply
was, that McGuckin told him to aay that his bills wera
short of his balance on Saturday some $40,000; I took
the keys that he gave me, and handed them to tha
cashier, and told him to put Mr. Piatt, our second toller,at Mr. McOuckin's desk, as he would probably not ba
there that day; Mr. Loomts being very mueh excited, and
crying, I took him up stairs In a private office, where hn
revealed as far as he said he was able, an account of tha
defalcation. He the re stated that McGucxin had been
constantly in the habit for a year or more past of certi¬
fy.ng his (McG.'s) checks on the Ocean Bank, and alto
S kJ A. banning 'a, for large amounts in theafim-gate, in Mr. Dunning'! office, In the mornings borer*
bnnk '¦ ours, when they had no funds in tbo bank tn
meet them, and that had gone on from time to time un¬
til the amount that he had used himself waa about
$f>i),00fl. and forth) Dunning! over $20,000. The con¬
versation wns continued some time, but this was tha
purport of it: 1 have it written down, but I have It not
now. After this he left, and 1 anw him two or thro*
times In the course of the day, having requested him tn
And McOnckin, and bring him to tne bank, which h*
promised he w<m Id. The busineita of the day continued
as usual, the second teller performing the dutlae of tha
first. Immediately after business hours we went Into
an examination of the catli account of the firat teller.
Wh«n Mi. McGuckin left on Ra'urday night, his bainnee
of cftf1) in liiii cm handwriting, called for $80,918 afbnnl hills of the Ocean and other bank<; and we feaa4
on hum! hut *fi.7Xl, showing a deficiency of $40,(U5 1*
bank bills, r.nd we found his specie short $10,710 M,and we ).*.<! thst day fraudulent checks oertlfitd byhim. $.H7.100. Thia is as far as wo discovered on thu
Mcnitig. I subsequently found, after we «a* Mr Me-
Guckin, that he had charged original dud duplicate check*
tn the amount of $6, .100 for the house of Dreiel k Co.,of ri.llaitrlphis. and one charged to the Oeeaa Bank byfalsification of figures, 81,000; to Welden kPainter a cheat
Hd note, both of the sameamount.$<*20 SO to oa! Wan.R. fluy er M Co. a check and not*, both $$tt Mi mak-
ii k the total $7,074 70, and making the total den ency$104,490 Of: I saw McGaeken on the Tneaday «.«n.ngifter be le;t the bank, at the foot of Curt land t .treat;we walked up as faraa Greenwich street together, freak
the foot of Ortlanot street, ho having come aero<* tha
river, and T aaked htaa if tie would go Uto the beak and
tell ua In what manner thla money Md been taken: ha
seemed ill and waa very feeble, aaylttg that he had
neither eaten nor alept A n Haturday. but that if I
would nenf him he would poeltively eome down In tha
morning; he did ease, according to promts', aad after
lemalnlng .n the haak aa hour or more, and lading that
we could do nothing until after basiaeae hoara, he
be wonld then return and aid ua all be ceoU. and givw
us all the iafnnaattoa he waa poeaaeaed ofaa to our lo«;he came at the honr he fixed fimaelf.about 4 o'clock.

I and remained tin about 11 o'clock, bat waa ia a situn-
tlon to gtve we ae kiad of information er asatrtaaea. e*-
cept to at ate that a large part of thia away had MM
had by Mr. Loomia aad the Messrs. Duaalnga. and ha
promMed to bring ae the next rooming a full jghH«>
statement of the exact amounts each hatMm |

¦ Bnra the examination had tocloea, aa It waa getting
ten dark for the counsel to write their aataa, aad, a*
Judge Baabe said, the Comptroller would deahttaae rehue
to pay for oaaAaa. Thus Mr Flag*, not content srith
a^Bllng the payment of the aelarioa ofaMH^^H^¦he officials about the Oty Ball,
HO to stop the wheels of Jnetiee.

KoMee la agaia gtv»a tha* aa a»pllae*io« «01H¦«%to tie neat Lacts at ere for aa act to author re the oa**^ruction of a bridge over t'.»c Hudaou ii-. er at Alhaty,


